
FEBRUARY II 2017

Note from the Chair of FEMM Committee

The next FEMM Committee meetings will take place on Tuesday 28 February in Brussels, with a
wide variety of reports, hearings and votes to fill the schedule. In the morning, our members will
attend a joint meeting with the AGRI Committee, during which they will vote on the report on
"Women and their roles in rural areas". During the afternoon, the FEMM Committee meeting will
begin at 15.00 with an exchange of views with Ms Christine Aumayr from EuroFound discussing
issues related to work-life balance, followed by an exchange of views with Ms Viviane Willis-
Mazzichi (Head of Sector on Gender, DG Research and Innovation) and Ms Barbara Limanowska
(senior gender mainstreaming officer from EIGE) discussing gender equality plans and Horizon
2020. The Committee will then consider its draft opinion on the "Assessment of Horizon 2020
implementation in view of its interim evaluation and the Framework Programme 9 proposal."

Afterwards, Prof. Liz Kelly will present her study entitled ‘Knowledge and know-how: the role of self-defence in the prevention of
violence against women’ after which, the Members will consider the working document for the upcoming draft report on "Women’s
Economic Empowerment in the Private and Public Sectors in the EU". At 17.00, voting will begin with the adoption of the FEMM
opinion on the European Accessibility Act followed by the adoption of the gender mainstreaming amendments to the draft report on
"Addressing human rights violations in the context of war crimes, and crimes against humanity, including genocide".
As usual, you can follow the proceedings online through !web-streaming
 
Vilija Blinkevičiūtė

Women’s Economic Empowerment in the
Private and Public Sectors in the EU

Rapporteur: Anna HEDH (S&D)

FEMM Members will consider the working
 which will serve as the first stagedocument

of development of the draft report on
‘Women’s Economic Empowerment in the
Private and Public Sectors in the EU’. The
document clarifies the human rights,
equality and economic justifications for new
measures being needed to improve women’
s economic empowerment and provides
suggestions for concrete tools and actions to

tackle barriers to women’s economic empowerment. These
include improved work-life balance, implementation of wage
mapping, gender quotas, gender equality plans and equal pay for
work of equal value and the importance of collective agreements
and social partners. The report will also be informed by the
interparliamentary committee meeting on International Women’s
day, which has the theme of “Women’s Economic Empowerment:
Let’s Act Together”, as well as the FEMM Mission to the UN CSW,
which will also follow the theme of women’s economic
empowerment.

Draft Opinion on the European Accessibility
Act

Rapporteur: Rosa ESTARÀS FERRAGUT
(EPP)

Members of the FEMM Committee will vote
on the draft  to the IMCO legislativeopinion
report on the ‘Approximation of the laws,
regulations and administrative provisions of
the Member States as regards the
accessibility requirements for products and
services’, also known as the European
Accessibility Act. The rapporteur for the
opinion, Rosa Estaràs Ferragut, expresses
support for the report’s aim to improve

accessibility to goods and services for persons with disabilities in
the EU. However, the draft opinion recommends extending the
scope of the range of goods and services covered, requiring that
the built environment be accessible, and that information about
non-compliance with the accessibility requirements that is held
by the authorities be made public systematically. Additionally, it
should be ensured that the legislation addresses the needs of all
persons with disabilities, including women and girls with
disabilities and persons with disabilities requiring more intensive
support.
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Joint Committee Meeting AGRI/FEMM - Draft Report on Women and Their Roles in Rural Areas

Co-Rapporteurs: Marijana PETIR (EPP) and Maria Lidia SENRA RODRÍGUEZ (GUE/NGL)

On 28 February from 9.00 to 10.00 am, a joint committee meeting with the Committee on
Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) will take place. The Committees’ members will vote
on the draft  on ‘Women and the roles in rural areas’, drafted by Marijana Petir andreport
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez. The report highlights that women are responsible for about 35%
of total working time in agriculture, thereby making a significant contribution to agricultural
production. Women often have multi-functional roles in rural areas, involved in both care
work and farm work, for example. The report expresses concern that women’s participation in
the use of the instruments available under rural development programmes was low and that
no thematic sub-programmes on ‘Women in rural areas’ have been created. The draft report
calls on Member States and the Commission to address these issues and improve conditions

for women in rural areas through providing adequate public services, increasing the participation of women as beneficiaries of CAP
and regional development programmes and in the management of farms and in representative bodies, amongst other measures.
 
 
 

Exchange of Views - EIGE

Gender equality is a cross-cutting issue in Horizon 2020. Ms Viviane Willis-Mazzichi, Head of Sector on Gender of DG Research and
Innovation, will present the support for creation of gender equality plans in academia and research organisations under Horizon 2020,
as part of the institutional change strategy. Ms Barbara Limanowska, senior gender mainstreaming officer from EIGE, will then present
the GEAR tool. The GEAR (gender equality in academia and research) tool was developed by EIGE in cooperation with European
Commission DG Research and Innovation and launched in autumn 2016. It is designed to support achieving gender equality in higher
education and research institutions. The tool helps these institutions setting up gender equality plans. The tool also consists of action
toolbox and overview of arguments that support setting up gender equality plans.

Read more here

Exchange of Views - EUROFOUND

The exchange of views with Eurofound will serve as a follow up to the European Parliament resolution
of 13 September 2016 on creating labour market conditions favourable for work-life balance and will
give fresh data ahead of the publication of the work-life balance package by the European Commission.
Ms Christine Aumayr, Research Manager coordinating the reporting for EurWORK, the European
observatory of working life, will present the newest information available on reconciliation from the
annual review this year. It will include: newly (2015/16) made changes to or introduction of new policies
around reconciliation in the EU28; the role of collective agreements in addressing work-life balance of
working families; information on family leave (2016) available from country profiles; and consideration
of quantitative analysis of European Working Conditions Survey by Eurofound.
 
 

Assessment of Horizon 2020 implementation in view of its interim evaluation and the
Framework Programme 9 proposal

Rapporteur: Vilija BLINKEVIČIŪTĖ (S&D)

The rapporteur for opinion, Ms Vilija Blinkeviciute, will present the draft FEMM  to theopinion
ITRE report on the implementation of Horizon 2020, followed by an exchange of views.
Gender equality is a cross-cutting issue within Horizon 2020, with three main objectives being
fostering gender balance in project teams, ensuring gender balance in decision-making in
order to reach the targets of 40% of the under-represented sex in evaluation panels and
expert groups and 50% in advisory groups, and integrating the gender dimension in research
and innovation content. The rapporteur calls for qualitative analysis approach in the Horizon
2020 interim evaluation report, for increasing the amount of financing and welcomed the
support for the implementation of gender equality plans from the programme. The draft
opinion also calls for a robust gender mainstreaming strategy for the next Framework
Programme 9, with clear targets.
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Knowledge and know-how: the role of self-defence in preventing violence against women

Prof. Liz Kelly will present her study on the role of self-defence in preventing violence
against women to the FEMM Committee Members.
 
This study, commissioned by the European Parliament Policy Department for
Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs upon request by the FEMM Committee,
examines the effectiveness of self-defence and its place in policies at EU and Member
State levels.
 
It concludes that there is a growing evidence base that feminist self-defence can be
effective in preventing violence. Whilst references to self-defence are present in the
EU and Council of Europe policy documents, they are not substantial and yet to be
developed into a coherent approach. Self-defence should be considered a promising
practice and be better promoted and supported and more space should be made for
it in policy, financing and research.
 
 

GMAs - Addressing human rights violations in the context of war crimes, and crimes against
humanity, including genocide

Rapporteur: Liliana RODRIGUES (S&D)

The FEMM committee will also vote on the gender mainstreaming  (GMAs) to be tabled to the AFETamendments
report on ‘Addressing human rights violations in the context of war crimes, and crimes against humanity,
including genocide’. The rapporteur, Liliana Rodrigues, highlights in the amendments the human rights
violations which are predominantly faced by women and girls in conflict situations such as the use of rape and
other forms of sexual and gender-based violence as a weapon of war. The amendments also emphasise the
importance of women playing a greater role in in conflict prevention, human rights promotion and democratic
reform, and call for gender mainstreaming to be implemented in peacekeeping operations, amongst other
recommendations.

EIGE Studies - How many girls in the EU are at risk of female genital mutilation?

This year, EIGE will be working closely with six EU countries - Malta, Cyprus, Greece, France, Italy and Belgium to help
them estimate the numbers of girls at risk of female genital mutilation (FGM). The project will use EIGE’s methodology
which has already been tested in Sweden, Portugal and Ireland.
If you want to know more about FGM in your country, have a look at our factsheets.
We have one for each EU member state .here
 
 

The next FEMM committee meeting:

Wednesday 8 March 2017, 15.00 - 21.00
Thursday, 9 March 2017, 09.00 - 12.30

Brussels

Contact the editor - FEMM secretariat: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
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